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To: Alaska Board of Fisheries  

 

From:  Matanuska-Susitna Borough Fish & Wildlife Commission 

 

Date:  September 26, 2024 

 

Re:  Support of Agenda Change Request #3 

 

 

The Matanuska Susitna Borough Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) supports Agenda 

Change Request #3 (ACR 3) recommending the designation of Little Susitna River coho salmon 

as a Stock of Yield concern. In consideration of the regulatory Yield Concern definition in 

5AAC 39.222 the Policy for Management of Sustainable Salmon Fisheries (SSFP), we believe 

this definition clearly fits the current run status of the Little Susitna River coho salmon. This is 

supported when reviewing historic sport coho salmon harvests from the river compared to recent 

harvest trends. We also agree with the proponents of ACR 3 that the current situation is an 

accelerating concern, and if it is not addressed immediately, could possibly lead to a 

Management Concern before the next Upper Cook Inlet Board of Fisheries meeting. 

 

We believe it imperative the Board focus on the regulatory language in 5AAC 39.222 (42):  

“‘yield concern’ means a concern arising from a chronic inability, despite the use of specific 

management measures, to maintain expected yields, or harvestable surpluses, above a stock’s 

escapement needs; a yield concern is less severe than a management concern, which is less 

severe than a conservation concern.” 

 

ACR 3 demonstrates the current level of lost yield compared to a 5-year period (2000-2004) with 

good public access through the Little Susitna River Public Use Facility and a two coho salmon 

daily sport bag limit. During this period, harvest estimates ranged from 13,672 to 20,357. In 

reviewing the attached historical harvest data from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

(ADF&G) you will note even higher coho harvests from 1991- 1996. For a 24-year period from 

1988 - 2010 there were only 4 years with sport coho salmon harvests less than 10,000 fish, with 

the lowest harvest estimate of 7,497 occurring in 1990. This data clearly supports the Little 

Susitna River’s long history of strong coho salmon production and yield in the sport fishery. It is 

very concerning comparing historical data to the most recent 5-year period which estimates the 

Little Susitna River coho salmon harvests (2019 - 2023) averaging only 2,499 coho salmon per 

year.   

 

We agree there is management uncertainty, with high water events partially compromising coho 

salmon weir counts from the Little Susitna River. Incomplete escapement counts may cause 
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uncertainty in consideration for Stock of Yield/Management Concern. However, the low weir 

counts in 2022 - 2024 are supported by low, and continually declining yield as clearly indicated 

by the in-river sport fishery. The SSFP fully supports this as a yield concern and should be 

designated as such and an action plan developed, for what has historically been one of the most 

significant and productive coho salmon stocks in Upper Cook Inlet. 

 

Therefore, the FWC unanimously supports ACR 3, and encourages the Board of Fisheries to give 

it full consideration (for conservation reasons) and schedule it to be heard during the 2024 / 2025 

Board meeting cycle. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Andy Couch 

Chair, Matanuska-Susitna Borough Fish & Wildlife Commission 
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2024 Susitna Valley Exploration License 
Solicitation Area Boundary Map

This map was created, edited, and published by the State of
Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Oil and Gas,

and is for informational purposes only.

Map created: May, 2024
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