
Note:  This special provision shall be used on MSB projects, where recovery of timber for sale and/or distribution pursuant to MSB 23.20.170 by the MSB Land Management Department is included. 


SECTION 201

CLEARING AND GRUBBING

Special Provisions

Delete this section in its entirety and replace with the following:

201-1.01 DESCRIPTION. Clear, remove and dispose of all vegetation and debris within designated areas of the project, except objects that are designated to remain or are to be removed under other sections of these Specifications.  Preserve from injury or defacement all vegetation and objects designated to remain.  This work shall consist of cutting and disposing of all trees, down timber, stubs, brushes, slash and debris in the construction zone as indicated on the plans. 

201-2.01 MATERIALS.  None

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

201-3.01 GENERAL.  The Owner’s Representative will designate the limits of work and all trees, shrubs, plants and other things to remain. Preserve all things designated to remain.  
 
Keep erosion potential to a minimum. 
 
Preserve survey stakes, boundary markers, benchmarks, and tie points until such time as their usefulness has ceased and the Engineer gives permission for their destruction.

The Contractor shall use appropriate erosion control methods, as approved by the Owner’s Representative, to prevent impact to existing streams, natural drainage ways, and wetlands.

Damage to vegetation outside the construction limits is prohibited.  In the unlikely event this occurs, the vegetation damaged by the Contractor shall be fenced around, protected and allowed to recover. Fertilizer shall be applied immediately to encourage regrowth and recovery using methods appropriate to the location of the damaged vegetation.  

No wetlands may be disturbed outside of the grading limits during the clearing and grubbing activities.  No mechanical land clearing activities resulting in soil disturbance or fills in wetlands or waters are permissible.  If soils are disturbed, the contractor shall assume responsibility and restore the site to the satisfaction of the Owner's Representative.  The Owner does not assume responsibility for mechanical land clearing resulting in soil disturbance or fills that result from the clearing and/or grubbing activities.  

All tree felling and cutting of brush and bushes shall be completed within the time frame specified by regulatory permits to avoid destruction of active bird nests, eggs, or nestlings.  Tree cutting/felling and cutting of brush and bushes will not be allowed during the period of May 1st through July 15th, without written authorization from the Owner’s Representative.
 
Any vegetation, trees, down timber, stubs, brush, bushes, stumps, tree roots, debris and other objectionable material left in the construction zone from earlier clearing operations shall become the property of the Contractor and shall be removed from the Project site.   

All temporary stockpiles created by the Contractor shall be removed or placed in designated final disposal areas and the sites re-graded and stabilized prior to completion of the work.

Upon completion of Clearing, the Contractor shall provide the Owner with a minimum of 48 hours notice prior to Grubbing to allow the Owner’s Representative to conduct a survey for nesting birds.

201-3.02 CLEARING.  Cut and dispose of all trees, down timber, stubs, slash, brush, bushes and debris from all areas designated. 
 
Fell trees toward the center of the area to be cleared, in order to minimize damage to the trees that are to be left standing. Remove and dispose of trees unavoidably falling outside the specified limits. Cut trees and brush to a height of not more than 6 inches above the surrounding ground.

Removal and disposal of all trees, down timber, stubs, brush, bushes and debris will not be allowed during the period of May 1st through July 15th, without written authorization from the Owner’s Representative.

201-3.03 GRUBBING.  Remove and dispose of all stumps, roots, moss, grass, turf, peat, or debris within excavation limits, and within fill limits where the profile grade is less than 8 feet above native ground.  Remove slash, brush and trees wherever this material is encountered in the construction zone.  In fill limits where the profile grade is more than 8 feet above native ground stumps may be left but must not be more than 6” above the surrounding ground.  The removal of slash, brush and trees in the construction zone shall be incidental to clearing and grubbing. Grub all side hill fill areas where benching will be required per Section 203-3.03. Grub any other areas designated on the plans or in the Supplemental Conditions. The grubbing shall progress in such a manner that erosion will be kept to a minimum.

Except in areas to be excavated, backfill stump holes and other holes with suitable materials and compact according to the Specifications.


201-3.04 HAND CLEARING.  Cut and dispose of all trees, down timber, stubs, brush, bushes and debris from all areas designated, with minimal disturbance to grass and/or moss cover.  Do not use equipment on wheels or tracks in areas designated as hand clearing, except as stated below.

Where shown on the Plans, you may use a mechanical brush cutter, provided such work is performed within the allowed time frame specified in the Special Provisions.

Cut stumps flush with the ground.  In areas to be covered by least 8 feet of embankment fill, stumps may extend up to 6 inches above natural ground, except where geotextile is specified.

No hand clearing areas have been designated in the ITB.


201-3.06 DISPOSAL.  Dispose of all vegetation and debris less than 6 inches removed by clearing or grubbing by chipping or other approved methods at approved upland locations.  

Within the clearing limits, the Contractor may chip or mulch clearing debris and slash less than 6 inches in diameter and trees less than 6 inches in diameter in place.  After chipping or mulching material in place, the chips from chipping or mulching must be 3 inches or less in size and may not accumulate to be more than 6 inches in depth.  Some spreading of the material may be required to maintain a maximum of 6 inches of depth.  In areas adjacent to wetlands or water bodies, the 6 inch depth shall be maximized to avoid potential impacts following thaw.  

The Contractor shall make all necessary arrangements with property owners for obtaining suitable disposal locations to dispose of vegetation and debris at upland locations outside the project limits.  The Contractor will be responsible for providing the Owner’s Representative with a copy of permission documents that contain a waiver of all claims against the MSB for any damage to such land which may result and a copy of all permits required by law for disposal before commencing work.  All costs involved for obtaining disposal areas; permission from landowners; waivers of claims; and all applicable permits shall be included in the bid price.  

Felled or downed trees 6 inches and larger in diameter encountered in the construction zone shall be removed from the project site by the Contractor.  This work shall be incidental to the “Clearing”, “Hand Clearing” or “Selective Tree” pay items.

The contractor shall cut, limb and top all trees six (6) inches or greater in diameter within the clearing limits.  The contractor shall transport  all trees six (6) inches or greater in diameter to the log storage area shown on the plans.  All trees taken to the log storage area shall be stacked in piles as shown on the plans.  The trees placed in the log storage area shall be of tree length.

201-3.07 TREE HAULING.  After clearing operations and in accordance with paragraph 201-3.06, haul and place logs 6 inches or greater in diameter to the log storage area shown on the plan. 

201-4.01 METHOD OF MEASUREMENT.  Section 109 and the following:  

1.  Acre.  The area acceptably cleared, measured on the ground surface.  Only areas shown on the Plans or staked for clearing will be measured. 

Existing roadways, lakes, ponds, stream beds, and other areas not covered by trees or brush will not be included for measurement.  Other areas which do not require clearing will be so staked. 

2.  	Cord.  The volume of neatly stacked logs that occupies a volume of 128 cubic feet. 

3.  	Damaged Vegetation Outside the Construction Limits.  Damage to vegetation outside the construction limits is prohibited.  Damaged areas outside the construction limits and repair to these damaged areas will be subsidiary to “Clearing and Grubbing”. 

The work required cutting, de-limbing, and stacking timber for public removal and to preserve and restore land monuments and property corners will be subsidiary to Pay Item 201(	3B).

201-5.01 BASIS OF PAYMENT.  

Backfill and compaction of holes left from removal of stumps or other objects are subsidiary.

Damaged Vegetation Outside the Clearing Limits.  If repair of damaged vegetation is required, no additional payment will be made for temporary erosion control measures, construction fencing, seed or fertilizer applied to damaged vegetation areas by the contractor.  Damaged areas outside the clearing limits and repair to these damaged areas will be incidental to Bid Item 201(1A) Clearing.  

Damage to Wetlands.  If repair of damaged wetlands is required, no additional payment will be made for temporary erosion control measures, construction fencing, seed or fertilizer applied, additional equipment or labor to repair wetland areas by the contractor to the Owner’s Representative’s satisfaction.  Damaged wetland areas and repair to these damaged areas will be incidental to Bid Item 201(1A) Clearing.  

Payment will be made under:

	Pay Item No.
	Pay Item
	Pay Unit

	201(3B)


	Clearing and Grubbing

	Acre
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