The Lalke

Each lake is a unique environment, influenced by numerous lactors in the
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Water quality degradation and lake problems ari
when a lake cannot rebound from pollution.
lake will react differently to watershed
disturbances, however. Baseline studie

individual lakes help scientists predie
and remedy problems.

Understanding a lake require
learning about: 1

the lake's water sources

/ ’ /
how long the water staysf’/,/
in the lake o

the chemical, biological,
and physical processes
that occur in the water
column and substrate

Habitat

Lakes provide essential habitat for aquatic and_

semi-aquatic species. Lake habitat includes the ..
shoreline, the nearshore, the open water and the lake "o

il

bottom. Healthy habitat provides food, shelter, protection

from predators, travel corridors and nesting areas.
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Excess nutrients from the
watershed

Destruction of the natural
shoreline and nearshore habitat

Life in the lake depends on
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/ Fuel or other toxic substances

Bacterial contamination from
faulty septic systems, farms, dog
lots or animal waste

Shoreline erosion from boat
wakes

Hydrology and Lake Flushing

flushed.

Slow flushing

rapid flushing

Labke Characleristics

Nutrients And Nutrient Cycling
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good water quality and healthy habitat
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