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WEST BUTTE TRAIL

WEST BUTTE TRAIL
DESCRIPTION

AT A GLANCE
Y Iconic Mat-Su Hike
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' o If there’s one hike you want to take visitors, this is it.
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TRAILHEAD "m Mothershead Lane Butte
- f“L.:lz‘,‘E-m-M“ 'LL"S;;:M”-W'A hi |hg - ﬁ'&%"/i It's a short hike, but gets your heart in the attic fast.
The brief worR has lasting rewards: an epic view—
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1.5 miles IKniR Glacier, the face of 6,398-foot Pioneer PeaR, and
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o\ ;:ﬂ to Merate “iz farms of the Valley floor. Turn to the northwest and
takRe in the Talkeetna Mountains. Turn southwest and
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B%¥) ELEV. GAIN &:’ 880 feet see the silhouette of Sleeping Lady or Mount Susitna.
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MRS When the summer night glows golden and pink, many
hiRers are standing tall on top of the rocR of the Butte

grabbing selfies with sweeping heroic backdrop.
Although the retreating KKniR Glacier ground to dust
most everything in its path some 10,000 years ago,
this 880-foot Rnob of bedrock was left behind.

The Butte is the most popular hiRing trail in the
MatanusRa-Susitna Borough. The first mile is a gravel
trail that winds through thicR forest. A first bench
gives a view of the MatanusRka River Valley. The
stairs takRe you nearly above treeline through eight
switchbacRs. A silty path and more stairs, at less of an
incline, lead you to the igneous rock summit.
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HOWTO GETTHERE |

From Palmer, go south on the Old Glenn Highway 5.5
miles. Take a right on Bodenburg Loop, go for % mile.
TaRe a left on Mothershead Lane. ParRing is on your
right. The trail begins 300 feet away on Mothershead.
Please be quiet and respectful of close neighbors.

TAKE NOTE

Dogs must be on a leash. Please pacR out litter. Bug
spray and water bottle add comfort. When it's windy up

top, glasses prevent dust from blowing in eyes. Do not
parR in the road. You will be towed. Please be quiet near

neighbors.

350 E. Dahlia Avenue
Palmer, AlaskRa 99645

Community Development Department
(907)861-8578

MAT-SU BOROUGH TRAIL
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